
 

Cherry leafroll virus (CLRV)

Early in spring, look for 
limbs with delayed bloom 
and leaf expansion 

Fruit on diseased trees 
exhibit delayed ripening 
and mediocre size.  This 
impact on fruit is exaggerated
when tree is infected with
CLRV plus one of two viruses
common to most orchards.

Branches with upright
leaf growth (tufting) occur
on trees infected with CLRV 
and Prune dwarf virus. 
Look for coarse whitish 
veins with dark green areas 
along midrib on lower leaf 
surface and enlarged, 
yellow-green veins on the 
topside. These symptoms 
are  more evident on small, 
older leaves

Early identification & removal of infected trees is 
critical to prevent spread of CLRV.

Cherry leafroll virus (CLRV) 

Trees infected with CLRV and Prunus necrotic ringspot 
virus  develop small narrow leaves.  Shoot dieback & 

Initially, symptoms appear on one or two scaffolds

To confirm if your cherry tree is infected with CLRV, contact 
your local WSU Cooperative Extension office or the WSU 
ELISA Testing Laboratory at the Irrigated Agricultural 
Research and Extension Center in Prosser (509-786-9382).  

Trees infected with CLRV and Prunus necrotic ringspot 
virus develop small narrow leaves.  Shoot dieback & 
lack of terminal growth results in reduced fruit-bearing
wood.  Symptoms often resemble bacterial canker.

before spreading through entire tree or adjacent trees.   

To confirm if your cherry tree is infected with CLRV, contact 
your local WSU Cooperative Extension office or the WSU 
ELISA Testing Laboratory at the Irrigated Agricultural 
Research and Extension Center in Prosser (509-786-9382).  


